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OVERVIEW 

Dear Friend of Portland YouthBuilders, 

Although 2021 brought more pandemic-related challenges 
to our community, we continued to do the work that 
has always made PYB impactful: Our staff provided 
young people with long-term, caring support, provided 
meaningful learning opportunities, and designed equity-
led programming. Our students showed up with courage 
and commitment, investing in their own futures while 
working hard to reach their goals. 

This year, PYB helped 335 students and alumni 
further their education, pursue apprenticeship and 
college, and launch their careers. 

We couldn’t have overcome the many challenges of the 
past year without the help of our entire community. In 
the following pages, you’ll read more about our students’ 
successes this year and some of the wonderful partner 
organizations that provided our graduates with life-
changing career experiences in 2021. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Walters
Executive Director 



2021

Highlights

Our YouthBuild program serves students who want to 
finish high school with a GED or diploma while gaining 
job skills. In 2020, PYB’s academic staff adapted their 
curriculum to teach online during the pandemic, and 
in the fall of 2021 they enthusiastically welcomed 
students back to the classroom (with COVID-19 safety 
protocols in place).

Our Bridge Construction Training Program, a pre-
apprenticeship training for high school graduates, 
provided pathways into rewarding careers in the 
trades. We are proud to report that more than 90% 
of program graduates have been placed in jobs and 
apprenticeships.

Construction students in both the YouthBuild and 
Bridge programs were able to resume hands-on 
training on active worksites. PYB worked with partners 
such as Habitat for Humanity, Relevant Building, and 
Cascadia Clusters to build affordable housing for low 
income individuals and families.

Students in our Technology program also resumed 
their volunteer work in the community by teaching 
classes and providing technical support to community 
members, primarily seniors, through our partnerships 
with the Gresham Senior Center, the Hollywood Senior 
Center, Multnomah County Library, and SE Works.

PYB’s staff helped students and alumni navigate the 
many challenges of the pandemic, connecting them 
with resources such as SNAP and health services, 
rental assistance, and internet access, and supporting 
them through mental health issues including anxiety, 
grief, and depression.

“I had interviews with four of your 
students and I wish I had more open 
positions so that I could hire them all. 
I’ve interviewed dozens of journeymen, 
and if any of them showed half the 
interest and drive your students did, I 
would have hired them on the spot. It 
truly is such a great pleasure to see 
people excited about a life working in 
the trades.” 

– CASEY PHILLIPS, 
Owner, Phillips Electronics Alarm  

“PYB is providing a critical and 
valuable resource to the youth of the 
Portland area, providing them with 
skills and education to further a career 
in the construction industry.” 

– ADRIANA MCCORD, 
Human Resources Manager, Pella Portland

 “Not only are PYB students learning 
about science and practicing 
job readiness skills at OMSI, the 
partnership has had a great impact 
on our museum visitors as well. PYB 
students are great at making science 
relatable, and the younger kids who 
come to the museum look up to them.” 

– REBECCA REILLY, 
Teen & Adult Engagement Manager, 
Oregon Museum of Science & Industry

Partner Highlights

PYB collaborates with many partners to serve 
young people, including many employers 
who provide our students and graduates with 
opportunities to learn and further their careers. 

Shawn graduated from PYB’s Bridge Construction 
Training Program in December. He came to PYB to 
find a new career path after working a warehouse 
job with very long, hard hours, saying “The only 
reason I was still employed there was the wage. 
I didn’t want to waste my time and life anymore 
than I already have. My goal when I came to PYB 
was to get into the electrician field and truly bring 
light back into my life and others. I needed a career 
that has opportunities to grow.” He hit the ground 
running at PYB, adapting to every challenge that 
he encountered. During a mock interview session 
at PYB with some of our employer partners, 
Shawn so impressed the owner of Phillips 
Electronics Alarm that he was hired with the 
company upon graduation. The job at Phillips 
is a great next step in Shawn’s career journey 
towards becoming an electrician. Shawn reports 
that he is well on his way to achieving his goals of 
“becoming a licensed and official electrician with 
savings and a nice house.”



“I took a leap of faith to come back 
to school and get my GED and 
I have to tell you it was the best 
thing to ever happen to me. PYB 
not only helped with my education, 
but has also been there for me 
emotionally and financially. 

When I struggled to pay bills due to 
COVID, PYB stepped up and helped 
me multiple times. 

With the encouragement of PYB 
staff I started college this winter 
term to start my prerequisites 
for my nursing degree! PYB has 
changed my life for the better and 
I believe that going there has 
made me a better person. I am so 
thankful for my experience there!”  

– TEYONNA, 
YouthBuild Program Graduate

“Now I know I’m ready to complete 
all the goals I’ve ever had in my life. 
Getting accepted to the Carpenters’ 
Union has been a dream come true. 
I’ve been wanting this for so long 
and couldn’t have done it without 
PYB.” 

– YUSEF, 
Bridge Program Graduate

“PYB gave me a path.  Without 
PYB I had no idea what to do with 
myself. My team at PYB always 
had my back and a plan for me. 
Now I have my own car, I’m saving 
for my own apartment and I love 
the work that I do. PYB gave me 
the confidence to pursue this.” 

– AARON, 
PYB YouthBuild Program Graduate

CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS 

Teyonna 

Prior to enrolling at PYB, Teyonna had dropped out 
of high school due to family issues and had been 
out of school for many years. She enrolled at PYB 
to finish high school and gain technology training 
right before programming shifted online due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many students, the 
pandemic impacted her family financially and 
made her feel isolated, but she stayed focused on 
her goals and appreciated the community she 
found at PYB, even if much of the connection was 
made online. 

While at PYB, Teyonna and her partner faced 
another big challenge - their baby was born 
prematurely and required specialized care. She 
stayed in touch with her PYB team, sometimes 
taking her laptop to the hospital so she could 
talk to her career coach while she waited for her 
baby’s appointments. Teyonna completed her GED 
through PYB and continued to work with staff to 
plan her next steps. Her hard work and loving care 
of her family have paid off - her baby is thriving 
and Teyonna achieved her goal of starting college. 
Teyonna is currently enrolled at Clark College and 
plans to study nursing, inspired by her experiences 
in the hospital after her baby was born. 
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	 Association
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Kimberly Travis
Larry Knudsen and 
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Lauren Huie
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Linda Ruswinkle
Lyle Rinearson
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Martine Sacks
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Matthew Cleinman
Matthew Nelson
Maya Edelstein
Meg Hollinger
Melissa Peabody
Melissa Slanetz
Michael and Debra Wheat
Michael McLain
Michael Zazzera
Mick Harris
Midge Williams
Miguel Perez
Nancy Hendrickson
Nick Gideonse
Nicole Birch
Nittha Dengsot
Obility
Paul Niedergang
Paul Pierce and Joanne Fuller
Quinn O’Hanlon
Richard Stephenson
Rick Vanderveer
Robert Durkin

Robert Girsberger
Robert Randall
Robin Anderson
Rufus Knapp
Ryan O’Neill
Samuel Elkins
Sara Howell-Chilton
Sara Sjol
Sarah Beiderman
Sarah Bell
Sarah Hench
Sarah Knudsen
Savannah Webber
Schuyler Smith
Sean Parks
Seth Moran
Shane Gill
Stephen Britcher
Stephen Flynn
Steve Fallon
Steve Yates
Sunny Harmeson
Suzanne Asmus
Sydney Sundell and 
	 Casey Chaffin
Tabitha Ames
Tanner Gonzales
Tara Takano
Tessa Whitlock
Theodore Varner
Timothy Hahn
Tom Adamson
Tom Armstrong
Total Quality Logistics
Verelle and Cory Tomford
Wesley Poritz
William and Elizabeth Hathaway
William Goodwin
William Wheatley
Yu Shan Chen
Zack and Carissa Kerrissey

2021 Public Funders and 
Key Partners

AmeriCorps
Associated General Contractors
AutoDesk 
Cement Masons Union – 
	 Local 555
Centennial School District
City of Portland
Constructing Hope
David Douglas School District
Gresham Senior Center
Gresham-Barlow School District
Grow With Google 
Hollywood Senior Center
International Brotherhood of 
	 Electrical Workers – Local 48
International Union of 
	 Bricklayers & Allied 
	 Craftworkers
International Union of Operating 
	 Engineers – Local 701
International Union of Painters 
	 and Allied Trades – Local 10
Ironworkers Union – Local 29
Labor’s Community Service 
	 Agency
Lake Oswego School District
Metropolitan Family Services 
Mount Hood Community 
	 College
Multnomah County Library
North Clackamas School District
Northwest College of 
	 Construction
Northwest Housing Alternatives
Oregon Bureau of Labor and 
	 Industries
Oregon Department of Human 
Services
Oregon Museum of Science and 
	 Industry
Oregon & Southern Idaho 

	 District Council of Laborers
Oregon Tradeswomen
Oregon Youth Development 
	 Division
Pacific Northwest Regional 
	 Council of Carpenters
Painters and Floor Covering 
	 Apprenticeships at the 
	 International Union of 
	 Painters and Allied Trades
Plumbers & Steamfitters Union 
	 – Local 290
Portland Clean Energy Fund 
Portland Community College
Portland Opportunities 
	 Industrialization Center
Portland Public Schools
Prosper Portland
Reynolds School District
Roofers Union – Local 49
Sheet Metal Workers 
	 International Association – 
	 Local 16
Sprinkler Fitters - UA Local 669
State of Oregon          
Team Treehouse
Unity Technologies  	
U.S. Department of Labor/
	 Employment and Training 
	 Administration
Washington County Board 
	 Priority Investment Fund
WorkSource
Worksystems, Inc.
YouthBuild USA

We are also grateful to our 
volunteers, and to the many 
supporters who donated 
materials and services to 
PYB in 2021.

Supporters
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
RECEIVED DURING 2021

$50,000 and above
Merrill Family Foundation
Ned and Sis Hayes Fund 
	 of The Oregon Community 
	 Foundation
Rippey Family Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Amica Companies Foundation
Charles D. Trover 
	 Family Foundation
Joseph E. Weston Public 
	 Foundation of The Oregon 
	 Community Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation 
Pella Rolscreen Foundation
Plaid Pantry
ScanlanKemperBard

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Andersen Construction
Capital One
Dan and Carolyn O’Doherty
EC Electric
Hampton Lumber
Harvest Foundation
Johnson Charitable Trust
KeyBank Foundation
Nike
O’Neill Walsh Community 
	 Builders
Pacific Northwest Regional 
	 Council of Carpenters
Portland Trail Blazers
Relevant Building Company
State Farm
Stimson-Miller Foundation
Baron/Gilbert Fund of the 
	 Oregon Community 
	 Foundation
Walsh Construction
Wells Fargo Bank
Wood Mechanix Construction

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Applied Materials Foundation
Clark Foundation
Dregs Vodka
Fortis Construction
Herbert A. Templeton 
	 Foundation
Hoover Family Foundation
Joshua and Amanda 
	 Shownkeen
Juan Young Trust
Kiewit Companies Foundation
Kristi Erlich
Lisa Traci and Kae Howard 
	 Foundation
NECA-IBEW Electrical 
	 Training Center
OnPoint Community 
	 Credit Union
Oregon & Southern Idaho 
	 District Council of Laborers
Parr Lumber
Place Portland
Portland Timbers
Renaissance Foundation
Southminster Presbyterian 
Church Foundation
Standard Insurance Company
Summer Lea Hillman Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Arria-Devoe Fund of the 
	 Oregon Community 
	 Foundation
Associated General Contractors 	
	 Oregon-Columbia Chapter
Clay Newton and Dianna Turner
Deacon Charitable Foundation
Detwiler Family Foundation
East Portland Action Plan
Equity Group/Windermere
Hoffman Construction
Howard S. Wright Construction
HW Irwin and DC Irwin 
	 Foundation
Leotta Gordon Foundation
Lori Rhodes
Mortenson Construction
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
TriMet
Umpqua Bank
Urban Resources
US Bank/US Bancorp 
	 Foundation
Wendy and Steve Rudman
Wheeler Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
A Solid Foundation
Andrew Hedberg
Ash Grove Charitable 
	 Foundation
Bess Spiva Timmons 
	 Foundation
BNSF Foundation
City of Portland
Corey and Andrew Fadenrecht
Daniel Snow
Emily and Matt Morrissy
Gores Construction
Hester Nau
IBEW Local 48
Jane Ediger
Jannotta Rothernberg Family 
Fund of the Oregon Community 	
	 Foundation
Jared Britcher
JD Fulwiler & Co. Insurance
Jo Ann Eder
John Hardesty
Joseph Hughes Construction
Larry and Frederica Frager
L’Chaim Donor Advised Fund 
	 of MRG Foundation
Lois and Charles Heying Family 
	 Charitable Fund
Loulie Brown and Brannon Lamp
Margaret Bax
Matthew Leeding
Metro Regional Government
Mike and Susan Parks
Molly Mink Liston and 
	 Scott Liston
Nathaniel Rotta
NW Natural
Peter Bruns
Robert Forster
Robert Walsh
Ryan Matthews
Ryan Wilde
Sheridan and Richard Collins
Todd Brehm
Todd Littlehales
Tonkon Torp
Virginia Coogler
Warner Fund of the Oregon 
	 Community Foundation 
Washington Federal Foundation
Will and Michelle Gruner

$500-$999
Adam Youngbar
Alissa Pulcrano
Ann Turner and Catherine Bax
Annisa Soelberg
Beverly C. Knight
Chicago Title
Dan Zylkowski
Douglas and Angela McMahon
Eldon and Marianne Mauldin
Eric Jackson
Erik Holte
First Citizens Bank
Gilbert Leon Jr
Jeannie Britton and Bob Wendel
Jennifer Bates
Jill Walters and Dave Pardue
Julie and Jaro Pylypczak
Julie Kopet and Mike Kaiser
Kate and Bruce Frederick
Ken Edwards
Mann-Crawford Charitable Fund 
	 of The Oregon Community 
	 Foundation
Michael and Emily Watson
Nicholas Leeding
NOAH
Petra and Mike Nomina
Robert Half International
Robertson & Olson 
	 Construction Inc.
Robin and Dick Burnham Family 
	 Fund of The Oregon 
	 Community Foundation
Russell Sloop
Sean Peabody
Sebastian and Erika Degens
Shauna Smith
Sloan Bradley
Tom Kelly
USNR
William and Pamela Armstrong

$250-$499
Anonymous
Amy Boots
Anthony Tomisa
Bill Kowalczyk and Diane Drum
Brian Hopkins
Christina Orr-Cahall
Christine Bourdette
Cynthia Hswe and Neil Riordan
Daniel Vidal
David Baker
Derek Perrin
Glumac
Holly Eby
Ian Whitlock
James Goodhouse
Jamie Slye
Jason Trickett
Jennifer Henderson
Jerry Deitz
John Olson
John Wahrgren
Judy and James Morton
Kerry Kirstein
Kevin Reedy
Kyle Heckaman
Laura Moran
Lawrence Weisberg
Lori and Kenneth Rudman
Marc Cozza and 
	 Rebecca Cohen
Mario Hernandez Jr.
Mathew Jones
Matt O’Donnell
Natalie Whitlock and 
	 Walker Cahall
Nathan Cogan
Nathanael Ricker
Neil Falk
Rachael Lembo
Rob and Collin Prasch
Robert Cox
Robin and Richard Burnham

Sarah Einowski
Shelly Stephenson
Siobhan Daly and 
	 Dan Summerfeldt
Steve and Pamela Jeanson
Ted Friedman
Tim Conway
Todd Lemoine
Tom and Anne-Marie Simpson
Traci Esteve

$100-$249
Abigail Anderson
Adam Klauba
Allana Gaghan
Allen Montgomery
Amanda Simantel
Amanda Tondreau
Amazon Smile Foundation
Amy Solana
Andrea and Bob Lynch
Andrea Short
Anna Del Savio
Anne Tyler and Christer Wheat
Barbara Francis
Bennett and Heather Barnwell
Blair Haddon
Bonnie Serkin
Bradley Lewman
Brandon Fassiotto
Brian Abbott
Brian Johnson
Brittany Varriano
Carla and Daniel McHargue
Carol Gelfer and 
	 Joseph Sullivan
Carol Mangan
Charles Howard
Charles Reardon
Charles Rotta
Chelsea Taylor
Chris Wilen
Christen and Joey Ramaeker
Christopher Maloney
Courtney Mitchell
Cristian Vera Flores
Daniel Perez Baez
Danny Slavik
Deborah Peterson and 
	 Ned Perry
Donald S. and 
	 Kathryn W. Harner
Doug Dinsdale
Elizabeth Ehrlich
Elizabeth Stewart
Emily Wittman
Emmy Manset
Eunice Noell-Waggoner and 
	 Don Waggoner
Evelyn Bian and Jeff Robertson
Fred Meyer Stores
Frederick Kim
Gabriel Metteer
Geoff Van Voorhis and 
	 Jill Foggia
Jackie Miller
Jacob Hurley
Jake and Linda Hopkins
Jan Stouber
Jeana Woolley
Jeremiah Guske
Jessica Mather
Joan Varney
Joe Hopkins
John Flannery
Jon and Inga Varriano
Jordan Henderson
Joshua Schafer
Julia Mayfield
Julie Cusumano
Justin Becker and Chris Henkel
Kate Swabey
Katharina Lorenz
Kaylen Miller
Kelsey and Neil Kavanagh
Kimberly Stafford

Kristin Lensen and 
	 David Whitaker
Laura Waddick
Leland Stanford
Leslie Abel
Lindsey Fox
Lisa Larson
Lydia Adams
Marilyn Couch
Mark and Karen Hayward
Mark Heit and Danielle Pfeiffer
Mary and Rick Hou
Mary Lee Fay
Mary Price
Maureen O’Hagan
Meaghan and Tony Rapinoe
Melissa Porter
Micah Stolowitz and 
	 Shauna Krieger
Michael and Karen Burch
Michael Nadler
Molly and Jung Kim
Monica Maurer
Mychal White
Nancy Britcher
Nicholas Cardoza
Nikolay Kurkov
NL Jacobsen Enterprises
Olivia Marshall
Oscar Vazquez Gonzalez
Osmani Gonzalez Salgado
Patricia Johnson
Patricia Koehler
Patrick Semmes
Paul and Suzanne Johnson
Peter McVeety
Phat Chu
Raechel Frogner
Richard Winkel
Robert Cunningham
Robert Dorste
Roger Mink
Russell Seashore
Ryan Mascarinas
Ryan Niswonger
S&P Global
Sally Oakes
Sara Schubert
Sarah Stein
Saudamini Baru
Stephanie Luciano
Steve Gotsch
Steven Albert
Steven Brantley
Sue Scott
Sumathi and Dev Devarajan
Susan and Ben Donora
Susan Ching
Susan Fifield Mentley
Susan Grayston-Miller
Susan Reinan
Thomas Mitchell
Thomas Remmers
Timothy Boivin
Tina Jeffers
Tom and Linda Lovett
Tonia and Ian Kovtunovich
Uriah Lattimer
Visa, Inc

$1-$99
Anonymous
Aaron Elliot
Abby Funabiki
Abtin Akbari
Adan Sotelo Zuniga
Adela Otegui
Alice Corbin
Alley Pezanoski-Browne
Allie Olvera
Allison Ekeya
Allison Littman
Anastasia Sofranac
Andrew Ekman
Angela and Erin Fish
Ann French



HOW YOU CAN HELP

Making a tax-deductible contribution to PYB
Hiring a student in an entry-level job

Volunteering goods, services, or time to our program
Donating new or used computer equipment

Hosting students for a tour of your worksite or business
PYB’s Bridge Construction Training Program is financed in part with 
funds provided through Worksystems from the U.S. Department of 
Labor and Agriculture, Washington County and Port of Portland. PYB’s 
YouthBuild Program is funded 25% through a Federal award of $1.5 
million from the U.S. Department of Labor – ETA for the YouthBuild 
Program Initiative as well as financed with funds provided through 
Worksystems from the U.S. Department of Labor and Agriculture, and 
Prosper Portland. pybpdx.org                 @pybpdx

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Jill Walters

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steve Rudman, President, Community Volunteer
Maurice Rahming, Vice President, O’Neill Electric Inc.
Tom Simpson, Vice President, Community Volunteer
Molly Mink, Secretary, Gilbert Bros. Commercial Brokerage
Rob Prasch, Treasurer, Network for 
Oregon Affordable Housing
Amanda Shownkeen, Nike
Andy Hedberg, Walsh Construction
Bob Wendel, Community Volunteer
Gilbert Leon, Bridgeport Interiors
Julie Kopet, Community Volunteer
Julie Pylypczak, Robert Half
Matt O’Donnell, Marquam Partners, LLC
Michael Burch, Community Volunteer
Sarah Einowski, Tonkon Torp LLP
Twauna Hennessee, Pacific Northwest Regional 
Council of Carpenters

2021 ADVOCACY BOARD
Amanda Shownkeen, Co-Chair, Nike
Brittany Varriano, Co-Chair, Nike
Jasper Koenen, Co-Chair, Nike
Chris Frager, Flywheel Leadership Collective 
Emily Short Morrissy, City of Portland
Jordan Henderson, Merina+Co
Kelsey Skidmore, First Citizens Bank
Mary Evans, Portland Public Schools
Michael Cummings, Andersen Construction
Nathaniel Rotta, Skanska
Sara Quitugua, Bremik Construction


